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Coral reefs, rain forests and human civilization 

are the three most complex communities on 

earth. The fi rst two are the most productive 

natural communities, while humanity is rapidly 

encroaching on the entire planet. And while we 

are often overwhelmed by the global impacts, we 

must remember that all ecology, like politics, is 

really local and driven by the behavior of people.  

We are losing marine biological diversity, irreversibly affecting coastal habitats and lowering 

the quality of human life in coastal communities every second. This has consequences not 

only for ocean advocates and coastal peoples themselves but indeed for the entire biosphere. 

Sadly, we are destroying the world’s oceans even as we come to appreciate their importance.  

We are running out of time - human time – to 

stop climate change from destroying coral reefs.  

The coral reef habitat is generous in its beauty and graced by a highly 

rich diversity of marine plants and animals. Every one of these species 

can teach us many things about how they live and interact and how the 

habitat as a whole regulates the environment and provides valuable 

ecosystem services to people. The pages of this book immerses us in 

the exquisiteness of this colorful realm of nature. At the same time, 

it sounds a wakeup call that all is not well. Our stewardship of coral 

reefs is appalling with efforts at conserving them overwhelmed by 

continued degradation and excessive exploitation. Weighing further 

on this loss is the threat from climate change impacts, also due to 

human activity. Over one quarter of Earth’s coral reefs are located in 

Southeast Asia, which includes the coral triangle, and is recognized as 

the world’s coral reef biodiversity hotspot. Worrying is the fact that 

95% of these reefs are at risk from the plethora of anthropogenic 

abuses. It is estimated that by 2050, all the reefs will be under strong 

threat with global warming and more acidic seas. We cannot give up 

on coral reefs as we need these reefs as much as they need us.  

During my childhood growing up in the Singapore of the 1960’s, 

fi shermen provided a daily healthy catch from their kelongs, and 

the sea was vibrant and clear. But by the 1980’s, land reclamation 

along the coast and offshore, resulted in the massive demise of 

coral reefs. Now it is of utmost importance for us to conserve 

what little is left and for the younger generation to learn about 

coral reefs and our precious marine biodiversity. Key civil society 

initiatives, like the Singapore Blue Plan 2009, submitted by 

the International Year of the Reef Singapore Committee, have 

contributed to the Government’s efforts on marine conservation. 

It has led to the national comprehensive baseline survey of 

marine biodiversity and the creation of Singapore’s 1st Sisters’ 

Islands Marine Park. It is therefore not too late for all of us to 

make a difference, to ensure that future generations can inherit 

a thriving marine ecosystem and a healthy marine heritage. 

Congratulations to Orla and Biosphere Foundation, for giving us 

this beautiful biopic!.  
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